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When | say “good,”

you say “neighbor.” Ui ,...

FOUMBATION REPAIR

707-532-2468

CRAWL SPWCE REPAIR COMCRETE LIFTING
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Mike Rosa

Agent

925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106

LIMITED TIME OFFER

$500 OFF

* Ten percent off any job over $2500 up to a max of $500. Coupon must be presented at time of

Weed Cutting
Call Tony at

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm’

GET_A FREE INSPECTION

(925) 497-3741

Moraga
P097314.1

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

inspection. Offer may not be combined with any other offer. Limit one per customer.
Ask inspector for further details. Promo valid through 06/30/2024. i

SMC honored International Women’s Day with Matsuri Festival

By Vera Kochan
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Oakland Taiko performs during SMC International

Women's Day event

The Center for Women &
Gender Equity, at Mor-
aga’s Saint Mary’s College,
held its first International
Women’s Day celebration
on March 8 with a Mat-
suri Festival theme. Mat-
suri is a traditional festi-
val celebrating Japanese
deities through dance,
shows, parades, and pro-
cessions.

The celebrations be-
gan with a March 6 show
titled “Not Yo’ Butterfly”
featuring author, singer,
songwriter, and Japanese
Internment Camp sur-
vivor, Noboku Miyamoto,
who shared her stories,
sang her songs, and read

excerpts from her book.

The film “100 Years
From Mississippi” was
screened on March 7 with
its director Tarabu Bet-
serai Kirkland on hand to
discuss his mother’s es-
cape from the racism and
violence in the early 1900s
of the South.

“At CWGE, we’re
committed to addressing
gender from an intersec-
tional lens along with
other prongs of identity --
particularly race,” stated
its director Sharon
Sabotta. “Tarabu Betserai
Kirkland and Noboku
Miyamoto allowed us to
enliven this message and

simultaneously touch
hearts and minds.”
Sobotta, along with
SMC student chair Aya
Banaja, started the festival
out with an all-campus
barbecue of Asian food by
Good Eating Company.
SMC’s Ferrogiaro Quad
was bordered by various
school or student group
tables operated by women
in honor of the occasion.
Lunar Accessories
Handmade Jewelry (In-
stagram @lunarxacces-
sories) sold earrings made
by a 2nd year SMC stu-
dent; La Hermandad ad-
vertised an upcoming
karaoke event at The In-
tercultural Center; Saint
Mary’s Against Cancer of-
fered female cancer
awareness; Gael Sister-
hood’s table had all of the
components necessary to
make a “thank you” card
for a special female in
one’s life; Community Vi-
olence Solutions strives to
end sexual assault and
family violence; SMC Di-
verse Abilities brings stu-
dent unity, awareness,
and inclusion to students
with disabilities.
Additional partici-
pants included Student
Coalition Against Abuse

and Rape (SCAAR) which
holds educational work-
shops; Residents Hall As-
sociates (students) and
Residential Experience
(parents) plan and curate
on-campus events for stu-
dents who lack trans-
portation for off-campus
fun; the Student Health
Center offers urgent care
treatment on campus; the
BART Bystander Program
seeks to stop harassment
against train riders; Stu-
dent Disability Services
works with students and
staff to provide equitable
opportunities; and this
month SMC’s library
highlighted books by and
about famous women.
Entertainment was
provided by Oakland
Taiko, a Japanese drum-
ming group, and the fes-
tivities ended with
Miyamoto leading the
event-goers in an Obon
Odori (Ancestral Spirit
Dance) intended to re-
member loved ones and
“to say that we all count”.
“Having the Obon
Odori and taiko drum-
ming to create the am-
biance of a Matsuri and
an all-campus barbecue
on International Women’s
Day was truly magical,”

said Sabotta. “The idea of
that dance is to bring peo-
ple from all ages and
stages of life into a com-
mon circle. It’s a coming
together of sorts, and that
is just what happened
during IWD. We saw ath-

staff and faculty, who
danced alongside students
from all walks of life, who
might not have otherwise
crossed paths with each
other, doing a common
dance. I hope this will be
the first of many IWD fes-

letes dancing alongside tivals at SMC.”

Rat proofing

Ratman Pest and Termite Control
Local family-owned business.
All pests & termites. Mice, rats, raccoons, skunks,
and squirrel-proofing. Attic/Subarea clean up.
Duct/Insulation repair.

Customer service is my #1 priority.

Serving the LaMorinda
area for 10 years as
former branch manager
of Coulson-Moseley/
Detailed Pest Control.

1044 Stuart St., Lafayette

(925) 338-9304
877-7RATMAN
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Town Goals and Priorities

... continued from Page 4

negotiating with them to
pay for full utility costs
and certain capital im-
provements, continuing
to monitor noise decibel
readings, developing
long-term operational so-
lutions, and recurring fi-
nancial payments that
have increased.

Moraga has on-
boarded the “new Town
Manager with minimum
disruption to staff and to
operations, and collabo-
ratively streamlined
Town Council meetings.”
Mitnick’s first day with

the Town was April 10,
2023. Additional support
staff was hired to fill va-
cancies; the executive
team is evolving into a
top-notch leadership unit,
staff morale continues to
improve, Town Council
Chamber operational and
safety improvements
have been implemented,
and improvements have
been made to staff pre-
sentations at Council
meetings.

The Town strives to
lessen its “impact on the
environment by continu-
ing to implement sustain-
ability and resiliency ini-

tiatives and viable strate-
gies in Moraga’s Climate
Action Plan and in the
Town’s Facility Energy
Generation Study.” Staff
remains fully committed
to implementing energy
efficiency projects going
forward and has worked
on sustainability initia-
tives throughout the Gen-
eral Plan 2040. An energy
consultant is developing
a cost proposal to manage
the Power Purchasing
Agreement RFP process
for selection of a Facility
Energy Reliability Pro-
jects contractor.

Moraga conducted a

“Town Council/Town
Manager session focused
on effectiveness and or-
ganizational compe-
tency’” by holding a study
session, and it approved
revised Town Council
Protocols.

Lastly, Mitnick’s up-
date cites the initiation of
“the process of amending
the Town-Wide Noise Or-
dinance” by awarding a
Town-Wide Noise Study
contract as part of the
General Plan 2040 Update
process with additional
work to carry over into
2024.

Moraga Chiropractic

Dr. George Baloyra D.C.
Certified Strength and Conditioning Specialist

e Chiropractic adjustments

e Cupping

e Blading

® Percussion

¢ Intersegmental Traction

e Interferential Current Therapy

e Ultrasound

e www.DutchTest.com

e Comprehensive
Functional Hormone
Testing

1605 School St. Suite 8, Moraga
www.moragachiropractic.com
info@moragachiropractic.com

925-899-6515
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ORTHODONTICS

Moraga's Smile Destination

Orthodontics for Adults and Children

Eric L. Axelrode, D.D.S., M.S.
Mark G. Axelrode, D.D.S., M.S.

925.376.2800

AXELRODEORTHODONTICS.com

1016 Country Club Dr., Moraga, CA 94556




